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Karen Wynn Fonstad's THE ATLAS OF MIDDLE-EARTH is an essential volume that will enchant all

Tolkien fans. Here is the definitive guide to the geography of Middle-earth, from its founding in the

Elder Days through the Third Age, including the journeys of Bilbo, Frodo, and the Fellowship of the

Ring. Authentic and updated -- nearly one third of the maps are new, and the text is fully revised --

the atlas illuminates the enchanted world created in THE SILMARILLION, THE HOBBIT, and THE

LORD OF THE RINGS.Hundreds of two-color maps and diagrams survey the journeys of the

principal characters day by day -- including all the battles and key locations of the First, Second, and

Third Ages. Plans and descriptions of castles, buildings, and distinctive landforms are given, along

with thematic maps describing the climate, vegetation, languages, and population distribution of

Middle-earth throughout its history. An extensive appendix and an index help readers correlate the

maps with Tolkien's novels.
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A few previous reviewers have attempted to sully this product with claims of inaccuracy; one in

particular (Mr. Martinez) has stayed on this item's main page for years and is considered helpful by

85% of responders. He rants in two separate reviews and with multiple paragraphs that Fonstad

didn't do her homework and that this is overall a "bad" piece of work. Despite these claims staying

largely unsubstantiated even after Mr. Martinez's second review (he names a few of these errors in

both reviews, but claims there are too many errors to tabulate), many other reviewers have



referenced Mr. Martinez's review as if it is authoritative; that, along with the fact that many hundreds

of others have clicked the little button that says Mr. Martinez's comments have been helpful to them

(indicating perhaps that they have not purchased this book thanks to Mr. Martinez) is what urges me

to write this review.Since I am not a cartographer nor a Tolkien expert I cannot comment on the

veracity of Mr. Martinez's claims; his overall picture, however, is so negative that once I had this

item (the only one like it on the market currently) I spent some time comparing the book to the Lord

of the Rings itself, and used it as a guide on my first complete read-through of The Hobbit since I

was a child. I have walked away totally satisfied by Fonstad's book, with only a few minor criticisms.

As a Tolkien fan who is working his way through a casual Tolkien survey, I can say that Mr.

Martinez's vitriolic critique is totally wrong-headed.
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